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The News
SCA (Qld) has successfully achieved amendments to the Guideline that assist Building
Industry Professionals (BIPs) in assessing schemes at stage 2 of the Safer Buildings
Initiative. The Guidelines include an additional four pages with quite detailed references to
the Building Code of Australia (rather than the Regulation), instructing which parts of the
building that BIPs should consider and in what context.

Read full Guidelines

It’s finally time to move to the Stage 2 paperwork to meet the deadline of 31 July 2019.
The Guidelines provide clearer instructions to the Building Industry Professional (BIP) that
the definition of combustible material is more holistic under the Building Code of Australia
(BCA). SCA (Qld) strongly recommends owners ensure their BIP is aware of the updated
guidelines and that they are instructed to view the building materials in context when
they answer Question 6 on Form 34.
SCA (Qld) was also advised that there is likely a future view to add to the Guidelines what
the fire engineers need to assess and how. It is also likely that there is a further
amendment detailing Stage 3 testing the need to modify/rectify.
SCA (Qld) recommends members advise committees that it may be more cost effective to
remove any combustible materials, thereby avoiding Stage 3.

Background
SCA (Qld) actively pursued the Deputy Premier, Minister for Housing, and the QBCC
Commissioner to request an extension of time and a change to the definition of
“combustible” as noted in the Regulation. As a result of SCA (Qld) pressure, the
government announced the following in mid-May:
A blanket extension of two months will be applied to the Stage 2 and Stage 3
process. The decision came after the government recognised the tight timelines and
the difficulty in obtaining bodies corporate approvals. Please be aware that this is
almost certainly the only extension owners will receive and you must act now to
meet the deadline of 31 July 2019 to avoid a potentially hefty fine;
The Stage 3 deadline, where a fire engineer must be engaged and advised to the
QBCC, is extended to 31 October 2019;
The Guidelines are to be reviewed to ensure Building Industry Professionals (BIP)
take a holistic approach when examining the building in Part 2 to determine, if the
materials comply with the Australian Building Code.

Continued Advocacy
SCA (Qld) will continue to pursue the Government on issue that there is no provision for
those buildings who know they have ACP or a similar “true” combustible product and have
either already declared at Stage 1 that they will engage the Stage 3 Fire Engineer, or that
are now at Stage 2 and would make that declaration to modify and rectify without having
to engage the fire engineer.

SCA (Qld) and cladding in the media
15 May - Queensland extends deadlines for identifying combustible cladding,

The

Construction Index
14 May - Palaszczuk Government to extend Safer Buildings Program deadlines to assist
property owners, Mirage News
14 May - Gold Coast owners get more time for audits, Gold Coast Bulletin
8 May - Extension request as hundreds of buildings need inspecting, Gympie Times
8 May - Fire audit cost for Coast may top $1.4 million, Sunshine Coast Daily
8 May - Gold Coast contractors greedy for money upping cladding audit prices, The Gold
Coast Bulletin
8 May - Cladding: The Strata Community Association formally requests State Government
for extension, The Gold Coast Bulletin
8 May - Cladding: The Strata Community Association formally requests State Government
for extension, Daily Telegraph
7 May - Building watchdog orders 677 buildings on Gold Coast to undergo independent
audit on combustible cladding, The Gold Coast Bulletin
5 May - Building up to a costly debacle, The Courier Mail
Prior updates
You may find all SCA (Qld) cladding updates, templates, and checklists in our
Knowledge Centre. The QBCC has also released a comprehensive Guideline for
assessing buildings with combustible cladding.
Questions? Drop us a line at admin.qld@strata.community.

Copyright © 2019 Strata Community Association (Qld), All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

Translate

